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Mr.  Joseph  Benjamin  Oakleaf : 

An  Appreciation 

FOR  many  years  it  has  been  the  intention  of  the  compiler  of  the 
present  bibliography  that  when  a  fitting  opportunity  presented 
itself,  a  public  tribute  of  personal  respect  and   esteem  should  be 
paid  to  Mr.  Joseph  Benjamin  Oakleaf,  of  Moline,  Illinois,  the  owner  of 
the  largest  private  collection  of  Lincolniana  in  existence  and  compiler  of 
the  recent  bibliography  of  Lincolniana  bearing  his  name. 

I  first  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Oakleaf  shortly  after  the  period  of 
the  Lincoln  Centenary,  about  the  time  I  attained  my  majority.  I  had 
applied  to  him  for  a  copy  of  his  "Analysis  of  the  Gettysburg  Address" 
and  told  him  something  of  my  past  limited  accomplishments  in  the  col' 
lee  ting  line  and  my  aspirations  for  the  future.  This  seemed  to  kindle 
his  interest  at  once.  Perhaps  it  was  my  age,  but  at  any  rate  he  immedi' 
ately  concerned  himself  in  my  ambitions.  "As  soon  as  I  get  around  to 
it  I  will  send  you  a  list  of  people  to  whom  you  can  write  for  Lincoln  pam' 
phlets11  he  wrote  in  one  of  his  first  communications. 

About  that  time  I  had  printed  my  "Lincoln  as  President11  and  if  I 
remember  rightly,  immediately  disposed  of  about  fifty  copies  to  friends 
and  acquaintances.  But  I  distinctly  remember  that  of  the  responses 
elicited  the  one  received  from  my  "Lincolnian  God'father11,  if  I  may  so 
term  him,  pleased  me  more  than  any  other.  My  callow  youth  did  not 
then  make  the  necessary  allowances  for  an  older  and  kindly  disposed  col' 
lector  who  wanted  to  say  something  encouraging  to  a  beginner.  "I  can 
assure  you  that  I  appreciate  your  kindness  very  much,11  he  wrote  in  ac' 
knowledgement  of  the  copy  received,  "and  also  add  that  the  matter  was 
worth  printing.  You  covered  the  subject  in  a  very  excellent  manner  and 
I  am  glad  that  you  concluded  to  print  it.11  Furthermore,  he  interested 
himself  in  the  disposal  of  certain  copies  of  the  remainder  of  the  edition 
to  book  dealers  and  his  wise  counsel  proved  most  valuable. 

"Come  to  me  at  any  time  you  like  for  advice  or  anything  else,11  he 
wrote;  "I  am  always  glad  to  hear  from  you.  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to 
make  up  that  list  of  which  I  wrote  you,  but  when  I  find  time  to  do  so 
you  will  find  that  it  will  bring  you  in  at  least  fifty  pamphlets  for  the  mere 
asking,11  a  prophecy  which  was  later  verified.    Not  getting  time  during 


the  week  to  secure  the  data  for  me,  I  find  from  one  of  his  communica- 
tions  that  a  lengthy  list  of  titles  was  made  up  on  a  Sunday  afternoon. 

"Do  not  send  me  any  stamps  for  replying  to  your  letters,"  was  his  in- 
junction, "for  I  hope  that  you  take  as  much  pleasure  in  receiving  letters 
from  me  as  I  do  in  writing  them." 

"I  note  that  you  have  written  to  people  and  got  no  reply,11  he  wrote 
upon  one  occasion,  evidently  trying  to  bolster  up  the  courage  of  a  tyro 
who  was  losing  heart.  "That  has  been  my  experience  in  a  great  many 
instances,  and  it  is  something  that  we  cannot  help.  You  will  have  to 
think  up  other  ways  of  getting  at  it.  Write  to  the  mayor  of  the  city, 
but  don't  neglect  to  enclose  stamps.  When  I  started  in  my  collecting 
I  had  no  one  to  go  to  for  information,  but  if  I  heard  that  an  item  was 
printed  at  a  certain  place  I  wrote  to  the  publishers  for  information,  and 
if  I  got  no  reply  I  wrote  to  the  postmaster  of  the  town,  and  sometimes 
I  wrote  eight  or  ten  letters  for  a  commonplace  item,  but  I  generally  got 
it.    The  pursuit  of  an  item  has  been  very  pleasant  to  me." 

As  I  cull  through  our  correspondence  of  the  period  I  find  that  almost 
all  of  the  letters  received  from  Mr.  Oakleaf  either  contained  mention  of 
new  items,  and  where  they  might  be  obtained,  or  similar  information 
concerning  those  which  I  had  written  him  about.  During  the  formative 
period  of  our  friendship  my  collection  received  its  greatest  impetus. 

But  Mr.  Oakleafs  interest  did  not  stop  with  our  mutual  hobby.  It 
extended  to  various  personal  and  business  affairs  of  the  present  compiler; 
my  initiation  into  and  membership  in  a  fraternity  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber; his  congratulations  and  words  of  advice  when  he  welcomed  me  in- 
to the  "ranks  of  the  benedicts11.  "Now,  my  dear  Starr,"  he  concluded 
upon  the  latter  occasion,  "here  is  my  hand  with  my  heart  in  it.  God 
bless  you  and  may  the  peace  which  passeth  all  understanding  be  yours 
forever  and  a  day." 

And  while  with  the  passing  of  the  years  our  correspondence  has 
necessarily  been  carried  on  more  intermittently  and  in  a  more  or  less  des- 
ultory manner,  yet  I  have  never  found  reason  for  lowering  the  high  re- 
gard and  esteem  in  which  I  held  this  Prince  of  Collectors  at  the  begin- 
ning of  our  acquaintanceship. 


PREFACE 

THE  present  compiler  has  had  very  pleasant  and  friendly  relations 
with  all  of  the  "Big  Five"  mentioned  by  Mr.  Oakleaf  in  his  bib- 
liography, and  with  many  of  the  other  prominent  collectors.  Of 
the  latter  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  Rev.  William  E.  Barton,  Dr. 
L.  D.  Carman,  Mr.  John  E.  Burton,  Capt.  O.  H.  Oldroyd,  Mr.  Charles 
T.  White,  Mr.  Frederick  Ray  Risdon,  Mr.  Allen  Henry  Wright,  Prof. 
Clark  P.  Bissett,  Miss  Ida  M.  Tarbell,  Mr.  George  P.  Hambrecht,  Mr. 
J.  Friend  Lodge,  Mr.  Emanuel  Herts  and  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Townsend. 

My  acquaintance  with  Major  William  H.  Lambert,  of  Philadelphia, 
antedates  by  a  year  or  more  that  with  Mr.  Oakleaf,  and  from  his 
hand  I  received  many  of  the  best  items  of  which  he  was  author. 

I  was  also  acquainted  through  correspondence  with  Judge  Daniel 
Fish.  I  well  remember  that  when  I  applied  to  him  for  a  copy  of  his  1906 
bibliography,  of  which  but  forty  numbered  copies  were  supposed  to  be 
printed,  I  was  too  late  to  receive  one  of  them.  But  the  Judge  did  kindly 
send  me  an  unnumbered  set  of  the  leaves  for  binding,  autographed, 
which  I  had  bound  for  myself  and  therefore  am  the  fortunate  possessor 
of  a  copy  of  the  bibliography  similar  in  all  other  respects  to  those  now 
reposing  in  the  libraries  of  my  only  a  little  more  fortunate  brethren. 

To  me  there  has  always  been  a  mystery  connected  with  item  No.  503 
listed  in  Mr.  Oakleaf  s  bibliography,  which  I  believe  should  be  mentioned 
here. 

In  a  catalogue  of  Lincolniana  issued  by  Schulte  in  1914,  item  No.  246 
of  this  bibliography,  there  is  listed  the  following : 

"Lincoln  Collections  and  Lincoln  Bibliography  by  Daniel  Fish,  printed 
for  the  Bibliographical  Society  of  America.  8vo.  Wrappers.  New 
York,  1909." 

September  3rd,  191 5,  in  response  to  a  query  from  me  Judge  Fish  wrote: 
"All  that  I  know  of  the  'work'  you  mention  is  that  in  1908  I  gave  an  ad' 
dress  entitled  as  you  indicate,  before  the  American  Bibliographical 
Society  at  Lake  Minnetonka,  the  annual  meeting  being  held  there  that 
year.  This  was  published  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society.  If  it  was 
ever  printed  separately  I  was  not  asked  nor  advised.11 

Unable  to  get  a  copy  from  the  dealer,  I  tried  elsewhere,  and  under 
date  of  October  12,  1915,  Mr   Carl  B.  Roden  of  the  Chicago  Public 


Library  wrote  as  follows:  "With  reference  to  the  article  on  Lincoln  col' 
lections  by  Judge  Fish,  published  by  the  Bibliographical  Society,  there 
is  only  one  explanation  for  its  appearance  separately,  and  that  is  that  a 
few  copies  were  issued  in  that  form  and  sent  to  the  author  with  the 
compliments  of  the  Society.  This  is  the  usual  practice,  and  we  know  of 
no  other  way  in  which  this  item  could  have  found  its  way  into  the  cata- 
logue." 

"No  copies  of  the  talk  before  the  Bibliographical  Society  were  sent  to 
me,11  wrote  Judge  Fish,  October  22nd;  "I  only  heard  of  its  publication 
incidentally  and  then  had  to  buy  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  in  order  to 
see  how  it  looked  in  print.  So  that  explanation  fails.  At  any  rate,  if  any 
such  publication  was  made,  intended  for  me,  it  never  came  to  hand." 

My  relations  with  Mr.  Judd  Stewart  began  about  the  time  I  first 
corresponded  with  Mr.  Oakleaf,  and  although  not  as  intimate,  yet  they 
were  most  cordial.  I  always  found  him  ready  with  suggestions  or  infor- 
mation  when  called  upon  and  he  presented  me  with  many  of  his  privately 
printed  items. 

In  September  1919  while  in  New  York  City  for  a  few  days  I  called 
upon  Mr.  Stewart  in  his  offices  in  lower  Manhattan.  I  was  accorded 
a  cordial  reception  and  although  a  very  busy  man,  Mr.  Stewart  engaged 
for  some  time  in  conversation,  showing  me  many  of  his  rarest  items 
which  he  kept  in  a  safe  in  his  private  office  and  a  collection  of  autograph 
letters  of  every  President  of  the  United  States  up  to  that  time.  He  was 
much  interested  in  the  Barnard  statue  agitation  then  going  on  and  had 
taken  a  leading  part  in  it. 

As  Mr.  Oakleaf  states,  Mr.  Stewart  passed  away  July  3rd,  1920,  I 
hold  a  letter  from  him  dated  May  26th  of  that  year  which  exemplifies  his 
courtesy  and  kindness  to  a  fellow-collector.  I  had  written  him  for  cer- 
tain  information  and  although  bed-fast  yet  his  unfailing  uniform  desire 
to  be  of  assistance  caused  him  to  write  from  his  sick  bed.  "Yours  of  24th 
rec'd.  Pardon  my  pencilled  reply  but  IVe  been  confined  to  my  bed  sev- 
eral  weeks  and  cannot  do  otherwise."  And  a  few  weeks  later  with  the 
return  of  a  letter  of  mine  dated  June  12th  this  kindly  soul  had  pencilled 
on  its  margin  a  reply  to  my  latest  query.  This  is  my  last  recollection  of 
this  great-hearted  man,  a  recollection  which  I  shall  always  carry  with  me. 
Though  confined  to  his  bed  with  a  serious  illness,  yet  he  could  and  did 
find  strength  enough  to  comply  with  the  request  of  one  of  his  correspond- 
ents who  of  course  had  no  knowledge  of  his  condition.  And  it  was  while 
in  Washington  several  weeks  later  that  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Oldroyd 
who  maintains  the  house  in  which  Lincoln  died,  that  Mr.  Stewart  had 
recently  passed  away.    We  both  deeply  regretted  his  loss. 

With  Mr.  Charles  W.  McLellan  my  relations  were  not  so  intimate  as 
with  the  rest  of  the  "Big  Five",  and  yet  I  never  wrote  him  for  informa- 
tion that  I  did  not  receive  the  benefit  of  his  larger  experience. 


FOREWORD 

A  LL  of  the  items  listed  in  the  main  body  of  the  present  bibliog' 
/"A  raphy  of  Lincolniana  are  to  be  found  in  the  collection  of  the  com' 
piler,  and  it  is  believed  that  no  duplication  has  been  made  of  any 
listed  by  Judge  Fish  or  Mr.  Oakleaf.  In  several  instances,  however,  I 
have  included  items  disposed  of  by  Judge  Fish  in  his  notes  which  should 
properly  be  listed  separately  on  account  of  their  nature  and  differentia' 
tion  from  the  publications  he  saw  fit  to  list,  reference  to  which  will  be 
found  in  the  notes  following  the  titles.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to 
include  those  titles  with  slight  variations  in  title  page,  pagination,  etc., 
of  which  several  have  been  discovered,  except  they  bear  the  impress  of 
a  different  edition. 

Only  those  issues  of  magazines  dealing  with  Abraham  Lincoln  as  the 
principal  theme  or  published  and  advertised  as  "Lincoln  Numbers"  have 
been  included;  those  issues,  and  they  are  legion,  whose  covers  alone  bear' 
ing  Lincoln  portraits,  etc.,  would  indicate  them  to  belong  in  this  class, 
are  not  included  if  they  fail  to  measure  up  to  this  standard.  Lincoln 
sections  of  newspapers,  and  there  were  many  such  called  forth  by  the 
Lincoln  Centenary,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  pictorial  issues  and  a 
notable  supplement  of  the  New  York  World,  have  not  been  listed,  which 
applies  generally  to  ephemeral  programs,  menus  and  the  like,  although 
a  few  of  this  nature  which  have  a  more  than  passing  interest  are  included. 
Only  those  prospectuses  and  advertisements  of  items,  portraits,  etc., 
are  included  which  bear  the  impress  of  a  permanent  preservation,  and 
no  single  sheet  publications  of  this  nature  have  been  recorded,  and  of  the 
latter  there  are  not  a  few.  As  bibliographers  seem  to  be  allowed  a  cer' 
tain  license  as  to  the  inclusion  of  items  not  conforming  to  the  line  laid 
down,  in  the  present  instance  a  few  such,  possibly  a  half  dozen,  will  be 
found  herein,  the  reasons  for  which  appear  in  the  notes. 

At  the  suggestion  of  several  collectors  I  have  been  glad  to  incorporate 
in  the  Addenda  such  titles  as  they  saw  fit  to  submit,  garnered  from  their 
collections  and  not  recorded  in  either  Fish  or  Oakleaf. 

Items  are  listed  under  the  name  of  the  author  if  the  latter  is  given  either 
on  the  title  page  or  elsewhere  in  the  publication;  anonymous  productions 
are  listed  under  the  "first  word  of  the  title  not  an  article11;  catalogues, 
if  no  compiler's  name  is  mentioned,  under  the  name  of  the  publisher. 


The  programs  included,  such  as  the  American  Missionary  Association 
services,  appear  under  the  title  of  the  Association,  Society,  etc.,  or  place 
held.  Library  lists  will  be  found  under  the  name  of  the  library;  State 
publications,  if  no  author  given,  under  the  name  of  the  State;  prosper 
tuses  and  advertisements,  if  author's  name  appears  on  title  page,  under 
the  name  of  the  author.  Proceedings  and  other  publications  of  societies 
and  other  public  bodies  will  be  found  under  the  name  of  the  Society, 
State  or  place.  Issues  of  magazines  and  newspaper  sections  appear  under 
the  name  of  the  magazine  or  newspaper,  while  titles  relating  to  other 
individuals,  such  as  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  "Aunt  Sally"  Saunders  and 
Boston  Corbett,  will  be  found  under  such  individual  name.  Lincoln's 
writings  are  listed  under  the  name  LINCOLN.  A  few  variations  in 
these  rules  will  be  found  the  reason  for  which  will  be  apparent. 

Unless  otherwise  stated  the  titles  as  given  appear  on  the  title  page,  if 
the  cover  or  caption  title  it  is  so  stated;  italicized  words  in  brackets  do 
not  appear  on  the  transcribed  pages.  In  the  notes  will  be  found  infor' 
mation  concerning  the  imprint,  place  of  publication  and  date,  followed 
by  the  size,  pagination  and  whether  illustrated  or  not.  The  following 
abbreviations  have  been  used:  n.  i.,  no  imprint;  n.  p.,  no  place;  n.  d., 
no  date;  pp.,  pages;  fr.,  frontispiece;  ills.,  illustrated;  and  adv.,  advertise- 
ment. 
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